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Dear Member and Reader, 

The year 2015 is coming to its end - time to thank members and friends of SPICE Group who during recent year 

with their activity helped developing cooperation within our network ï by providing information and articles for 

our websites and newsletter or by taking part in the development of the new ñEntrepreneurship Ecosystem  

(SPICee)ò pages that are planned to ñgo publicò in spring 2016.With the sixth SPICE G&G 

Workshop this months in Berlin (see page 21) we just ñcelebratedò the last spic(e)y event of 

this year with working on actual projects (SPICee and ñSmart Citiesò) and enjoying some of 

the Christmas Markets in Berlin. 

We wish you a peaceful, enjoyable and relaxing Holiday Season with family or friends and 

partners and, if you are celebrating Christmas 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2016 
 

For the coming year 2016 we wish you peace and health, personal happiness and business success. 

May your dreams and wishes come true! 
 

With this newsletter ï the last ñSPICE Update for 2016 ï we again provide information about incubation, accelerators, co-

working, and other startup support initiatives around our warming planet. Letôs keep it as cool as possible. 
   Co-working space ñGr¿nhofò in Freiberg wins GreenTech Award 

   The Start Green Award promotes GreenTech start-ups in 

the field of climate protection and aims at bringing to-

gether 

economic potential of GreenTech for Germany. During 

recent eight GreenTech years 170,000 green startups were 
gether startups with support organiza-

tions and financiers.   

founded in Germany creating a total of more than a million 

jobs.  
StartUp4Climate with this this prize contributes to the 

to the development of an ecosystem for the innovative 

green start-ups and underlines the importance of the 

economic 

The German Federal Environment Ministry and the Na-

tional Climate Initiative support the prize as Grantor for 

the start-up up initiative StartUp4Climate.. . cotn. on page 4 é 

    
Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016  30

th
 iNBIA Conference on Business Incubation 

 

Since 2009 the Global Entrepre-

neurship Congress is held annually 

to bring  people together from 

around the world to unleash their 

ideas and transform innovation 

into reality 

 InBIA, the International Busi-

ness Incubation Association 

will hold its 30
th
  Annual Inter-

national Conference  2016 in   
ideas and transform innovation into reality. The next 

Global Entrepreneurship Congress will be held in South 

America:  Medellin, Colombia, March 14 ï 17, 2016. 

Registration is open. More information on website  

 Orlando, Fla. on April 16-20 with more than 60 parallel 

session and 600+ participants from all around the world. 

More details are available on the InBIA website.  

Contact: Lindsay Schuenke / Conference website   
   

 

http://gec.co/
mailto:lschuenke@inbia.org
http://www.inbia.org/events/international-conference
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University Startup Promoters met in Hamburg  University Startup Promoters met in Hamburg 

The 30
th
 EXIST-Workshop with more than 130 partic-

ipants from the EXIST initiatives all over Germany 

was held in October 2015 in Hamburg. The aim of the 

startup 

In parallel with the EXIST-Workshop the UniPitch was 

held with more than 300 participants. UniPitch is an 

event organized jointly by the Hamburg universities and 

startup support initia-

tives in the national 

EXIST program is to 

promote and support 

university based  

entrep 

 

research institutions, the Founder Center of the Chamber 

of Commerce and nextMedia.Hamburg. In addition to 

lectures this event premed eight young founders in a pitch 

session. The winner was the 23-year-old TUHH student 

Lars Grundhöfer with MicroMo. He convinced the jury 

with entrepreneurship. At the workshop exchanged experi-

ences and lesson learned and discussed the effect of 

start-up promotion in universities and regions. Anoth-

er important topic of workgroup discussions was the 

professionalization of counseling and start-up support. 

The workshops were organized by the Startup Dock 

TUHH. This university incubator was founded in 

2013 and advises, coaches and supports students, 

scientists on the way start and develop their business-

es. The general aim of Startup Dock is make better 

use of from the scientific potential for technology-

based innovation as basis for and start-up projects and 

create a vibrant entrepreneurial culture on campus. 

with his model railroad control. His principle ñhaptics 

instead wipingò could be transferred to other markets, 

such as in the area of volume control. The prize money 

over 500 euros for the best pitch he shared with Roland 

Becker from flow.socia. http://flow.social/  Other con-

cepts presented included students of NIT Northern Insti-

tute of Technology Management: The Mexicans Rodrigo 

Hortega de Velasco (left) and Alejandro Espinoza 

Borrego with their jointly developed mobile app SWALK 

that lets users find their way safely through  unsafe, haz-

ardous regions. 

Contact: Christoph Ihl  SDO Profiles Institute for Entre-

preneurship, Startup Dock,  next.media 
    CHF 3 million for Swiss based GreenTech companies 

 To bridge the gap between start-up funding and regu-

lar corporate loans for SMEs the Swiss Technology 

Fund is providing loan guarantees of up to CHF 3 

million that 

The Technology Fund provides loan guarantees to banks 

or other suitable lenders. The lenders' contractor is the 

Swiss Confederation. Interested lenders should get in 

may cover up to 60 per cent of project cost. The Swiss 

government has set up Technology Fund to support its 

climate strategy and outsourced the operational im-

plementation 
 

touch with the man-

agement agency if 

they wish to be 

listed mentation has been outsourced to an external agency 

made up by Emerald Technology Ventures and  South 

Pole Group (as subcontractor). 

The fund is targeted at Swiss based companies with 

innovative technology based products and process 

with international market potential  in the areas of 

greenhouse gas emission reductions, efficient use of 

electrical energy, promotion of renewable energy 

sources and conservation of natural resources.  

listed here as potential funding partners 

The operational management of the Technology Fund is 

carried out by Together, they make up the management 

agency of the Technology Fund, which assesses the ap-

plications and gives recommendations to the expert 

committee. The management agency is the public repre-

sentative of the Technology Fund. 

Contact: Simone Riedel Riley, email  

SDO profile: Technology Fund  and Emerald   

     

Students for Students ï IdeaLab 2015 with great Fun and Success  
  Mid October 2015 IdeaLab! has been held for the fifth 

time. It is an international conference for startups and 

entrepreneurship with a specialty: It is entirely orga-

nized 

with 450 participants. One of the key sparkers was the 

WHU graduate Oliver Samwer who became founder and 

CEO of Rocket Internet. Other top speakers included, for  

nized by students of WHU - Otto Beisheim School of 

Management in Vallendar, Germany. 

This event is offering a platform for the exchange of 

ideas and visions between students, academics, profes-

sionals 
 

example, René Ober-

mann former CEO of 

Deutsche Telekom, 

Martin Ott of Face-

book,  sionals and actual entrepreneurs, creating an inspiring 

atmosphere to offer access to the latest trends and de-

velopments within the founders community,  providing  

a platform for interesting and stimulating discussions 

through workshops,  speeches and panels as well as 

building contacts between the participants and the 

founders community. 

WHU, a private university in the town of Koblenz is 

one of the academic centers for start-up culture in 

Germany. This year Vallendar again hosted IdeaLab!  

Andy Goldstein, CEO at German Accelerator, Kevin 

Hale, Y Combinator, and Alexander Ljung, CEO of 

SoundCloud. These entrepreneurs provided many inter-

esting insights into their daily work and showed what is 

needed to keep companies succeeding. 

The social program reached from a great meal in the 

cellars of the University to a boat trip on river Rhine.  

Watch out for the conference next year ï do not miss it! 

Contact: Mauritz Quambusch, email   

Website: IdeaLab! http://www.idealab.io/  

    

http://flow.social/
mailto:christoph.ihl@tuhh.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3119
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3119
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3120
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2998
mailto:simone.riedel@technologiefonds.ch
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3184
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3185
mailto:gm@idealab.io
http://www.idealab.io/
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  Design your Own Destiny - Philadelphia Fashion Incubator calls for Applications  
The Philadelphia Fashion Incubator (PFI) at Macyôs 

Center City each year provides six emerging Philadel-

phia 

DIR was selected through an open call opportunity and is 

also a graduate of Temple University. Elissa 
phia-based apparel and/or 

accessories designers with 

workspace, curriculum, and 

mentoring to launch and 

grow their fashion business-

es.  During the on-year pro-

gram 
 

Bloom, executive director of PFI speaking about this 

round of applications sees Philadelphia on a good way:  

ñNow, more than ever, this city is home to a surge of 

start-up companies ï especially in fashion ï and we were 

amazed to see the number of very qualified designers 

that applied for the program this yearò. While these 

gram the selected Designers-in-Residence attend and 

complete a mandatory core curriculum of workshops 

and seminars focused on business development.  In 

February 2015 the incubator for the fourth time accept-

ed six designers for the actual program, selected based 

on their talent, vision for their collection and overall 

business concept. Three of these designers are alumni 

(or current students) of the participating academic 

partners (Drexel University, Moore College of Art & 

Design and Philadelphia University) and an additional 

these designers still are busy with concluding their incu-

bation program PFI has published a call for next yearôs 

Designers-in-Residence under the motto ñDesign your 

own Destinyò.  

The 2016 program is the fifth of its kind and will sup-

port six designers moving into the premises on March 1, 

2016. Applications for the program must be filed online 

the deadline is January 15, 2016.  

Contact: Elissa Bloom, email  

SDO Profile: Philadelphia Fashion Incubator  

  EBN Training Program 2016 launched 
In October EBN launched its training program 2016 

consisting of nine courses set throughout the year. The 

Up Support Program, EBN TechCamp, and Open Inno-

vation in Practice. 
trainings will be delivered by experienced practitioners 

and contain case studies as well as theoretical input.  

The 2016 Training Program is inspired by the success-

ful 
 

The EBN Training 

Program through 

knowledge sharing 

also ful  implementation of the EU|BIC Essentials Training 

series delivered in April and September 2015. The 

topics of the one-and-a-half day trainings will be EU 

Project Essentials, EU|BIC Essentials, The Business 

Model Canvas in Practice, Investment Readiness and 

Access to Funding, Coaching and Mentoring in Prac-

tice, Setting Up a Seed-Acceleration Program, Scaling-  

 

also will provide opportunities to benchmark, build and 

transfer knowledge about the most innovative and effec-

tive methodologies that enhance the chances of success 

of future and current entrepreneurs 

More details: EBN Training Program website 

Contact: Giordano Dichter, email  

SDO Profile: EBN  

  Colombia will host the Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016 
Global Entrepreneurship Week contributed to develop 

an entrepreneurial ecosystem that has started to take 

shape around the world, connecting people across 

borders to unleash their ideas and transform innovation 

90 countries, but it also 

had an all-star lineup of 

speakers including then 

Prime Minister H. E. 

Nika Gilauri 
 

into realityðin turn growing economies and expand-

ing human welfare. In March 2009, the Kauffman 

Foundation brought together the host organizations 

from nearly 60 nations to create the first ever Global 

Entrepreneurship Congress in Kansas City, USA. One 

year later, the Congress convened in Dubai with  

GEWôs entrepreneurship champions from more than 

90 

Nika Gilauri of Georgia and a number of accomplished 

entrepreneurs and CEOs.  

After Congresses in Shanghai, Liverpool, Rio de Janeiro, 

Moscow and Milan, the 2016 Global Entrepreneurship 

Congress will be held in Medellin, Colombia, March 

14 ï 17, 2016. 

Registration is open. More information on website  

     The University-Industry Interaction Conference 2016  
The University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) 

will host the 2016 University-Industry Interaction  
UIIN has published a Call for Abstracts and Pro-

posals that will be reviewed by a scientific or practi-

tioners Conference in Amsterdam, Netherlands, June 1 ï 3, 

2016. The conference is a key event for academics, 

researchers, practitioners and business representatives 

involved in university-industry interaction, innovation 

and entrepreneurship. This event usually attracts 

around 400 participants from all over the world and  

tioners committee and will be pub-

lished, in the conference proceedings, 

the good practice case study series or 

the next-practice book.  

The deadline for online submission of 

abstracts is December 14, 2015. 

offers a wide variety of presentations and workshops 

and networking opportunities to interact, share 

knowledge, and establish new contacts.  

Contact: Conference Manager, Femke de Jong,  

Conference website:  

SDO Profile UIIN  

  

http://www.philadelphiafashionincubator.com/application-process/
mailto:elissa@philadelphiafashionincubator.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2642
http://ebn.be/index.php?lnk=KzF0aDVES1I3bG9TYXFGeEhLL2dQekluRmp2WXNCTWhzSkd6TTZ5ZEpCbz0=
mailto:gdi@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
http://gec.co/
http://www.submission.university-industry.com/
mailto:conference@university-industry.com
http://www.university-industry.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=199
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  EBN Congress 2015: More than 400 participants from 34 countries met in Brussels  
End of October 270 delegates, 25 start-ups and 100 

speakers from 34 countries, attended the 24
th
 EBN 

Congress in Brussels that featured 17 content sessions   

by the final conference and showcase of the CONNECT 

project that for two years brought together innovative 

entrepreneurs 

 

neurs between Europe and Brazil ï six of them presented 

at the event. 

Two main delegations from China and Taiwan were 

among the Congress delegates from 34 countries around 

Europe as well as from Brazil, USA, Canada, India, 

Russia, Lebanon, Colombia, Morocco, Indonesia 

congress with top speakers from international compa-

nies and organizations as well as institutes, networks, 

and accelerators. In addition the congress offered four 

parallel Special Interest Groups for Internationaliza-

tion, Acceleration & Funding, Bioeconomy as well as 

Green Economy. A special opportunity was provided 

by the final  

 

sia and South Korea.  

Finally, the EBN Congress 2016 was announced to be 

held in Guimarães, Portugal on September 28-30, 2016. 

SDO Profile: EBN /  

Contact: Cláudia Silva  

More information on website http://ebncongress.eu/  

    Grand Opening of Spark Up  in Turku 
  November 26, 2015 was the day: The Grand Opening 

of SparkUp. This event celebrated the new center for 

services to startups. The Business Startup Services of 

Turku Science Park, the student-driven startup com-

munity ñBoost Turkuò, and the creative industries 

incubator 
 

University of Turku, 

Åbo Akademi Uni-

versity, Turku Uni-

versity of Applied 

Sciences, Turku 

Region incubator Creve (run by HUMAK University of Ap-

plied Sciences) are united under one roof.  SparkUp 

will help with matters related to product development, 

strategy, starting of marketing and sales, and strength-

ening of human resources. Also the networks of Turku 

Science Park can be accessed through this center. 

This initiative finds wide support and ï besides the 

above mentioned ï brings together the City of Turku, 

Region Development Centre, Business service center 

Potkuri, and Turku Technology Properties Group.  

The Grand Opening of SparkUp was open to everyone 

engaged with entrepreneurship  and was opened by the 

Mayor of Turku, Aleksi Randell. Music and a surprise 

program contributed to the wellbeing of the Turku 

Startup Community!  

Contact: Sonja Nylander, email SDO Profile: SparkUp  
 

  Co-working space ñGr¿nhofò in Freiburg wins German GreenTech Award 

   é continued from page 1é In November, during the 

Global Entrepreneurship Week the Prizes for 2015 

have been awarded active 

uted much to building a GreenTech entrepreneurship 

ecosystem in Freiburg. 

 

have been awarded in the four 

categories: founders with a con-

crete business concept, Startups 

(up to 5 years), 

In the category ĂActive Foundersñ the ñsulfotoolsò 

team won with their Clean Peptide Technology to re-

place  solvents in chemical production process. 

  (up to 5 years), Young Enterprises (6-15 years) and 

entrepreneurship support organizations, such as incuba-

tors 

The winner of the ñStartupò category is e3 computing , 

commercializing a patented process (eCube ) to design 

tors, investors or universities with prize money of ú 

20,000 in total. 182 applicants participated and the 

award ceremony took place in Berlin as part of the 

Entrepreneurship Week November 2015. 

In the category ñentrepreneurship supportò the award 

went to ñGrünhofò in Freiburg. This co-working space 

started and worked during recent two years without 

finance from public sector, meanwhile is working with 

more than 100 partners and members, and has contrib-

uted 

 

and cool  efficient data centers.   

And last not least the award for the category ñYoung 

Enterpriseò was shared by the companies  Emission 

Partner GmbH (catalyzers for bio-gas to avoid emis-

sions) and Sonnenbatterie GmbH (German market 

leader for intelligent Lithium-batteries) 

More information seenational Start Green Platform  

Contact:  GreenTech Award: Prof. K. Fichter email  

SDO Profile Grünhof ; Contact Marina Knittel, email  

   New Co-working Spaces come to Berlin  

   WeWork, headquartered in New York, USA has 22 

locations in the city, spaces in 12 other US cities, and 

concept to Germany. Co-working spaces are planned to 

be opened in Berlin and Hamburg, as shown on the 

four in Israel as well as six in Lon-

don and two in Amsterdam.  

Mindspace website, 

both in city center 

locations After WeWork has announced to add to the entrepre-

neurship ecosystem of Berlin by opening a 5,000 m² 

co-working space, now also Mi ndspace  - so far active 

in Tel Aviv with two locations - brings its co-working 

 

 

 

 

 

 

locations and each will offer ca. 5,000 m². The start of 

these spaces is planned for spring (March) 2016.  

Contacts WeWork   and Mindspace   

SDO Profile: Mindspace TelAvic;  WeWork Chelsea 

  

http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
mailto:,%20media@ebn.eu
http://ebncongress.eu/
http://ebncongress.eu/
mailto:sonja.nylander@turkusciencepark.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2976
https://start-green.net/
mailto:award@borderstep.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3186
mailto:martina@gruenhof.org
mailto:joinus@wework.com
mailto:Mindspace
mailto:Mindspace
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3203
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3211
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   Park of Parks: Swiss Innovation Park starts 
   The Foundation Swiss Innovation Park, founded in 

March 2015 is ready for the operational launch of the 

Swiss Innovation Park by Jan. 1, 2016 ï equipped with 

ment in the field of industrial technology.  This initia-

tive, a joint venture between private firms and public 

institutions, sees itself as one of the first concrete out-

comes CHF 350 million government loans. Swiss Innovation 

Park works to provide research-intensive businesses 

the best environment to develop new knowledge- 

 
 

outcomes of the 

Swiss Innovation 

Park network. 

based products. Next to leading universities land will 

be provided for the establishment of research infra-

structures of internationally active companies.  

The start in 2016 is with two sites in the vicinity of the 

two Federal Institutes of Technology in Lausanne and 

Zurich and three network locations in Aargau, in 

north-western Switzerland and in Biel. Other locations 

in eastern Switzerland and Ticino could be added in 

the future. For example, the INNOCAMPUS in 

Biel/Bienne is part of the network and offers a plat-

form for application-oriented research and develop-

ment 

INNOCAMPUS AG offers space, technology and 

services for innovation teams and companies. Its part-

ners include the Bern University of Applied Sciences, 

the University of Bern as well as the Canton Bern and 

the City Biel/Bienne.  

The four are INNOCAMPUS in Biel, Park inno-

VAARE in Vi lligen, and the projected  SIP Basel,  SIP 

West EPFL, and SIP ETHZ Zurich. 

Contact: Raymond Cron , CEO of  Swiss Innovation 

park Foundation, email / SDO Profiles: Swiss Innova-

tion Park, Park innoVAARE  INNOCAMPUS  
    Switzerland Startup Cup Ticiono 2015                             

  The StartCup Ticino  is a competition for new and inno-

vative business ideas or projects, developed or produced 

in the Canton Ticino. This event is the First Swiss Ven-

ture Day Ticino and replacing the "Best Idea Award" 

that 

honeybees, rising the pollination capability while 

reducing the hive chemical treatments.  

The five finalists of the competition are admitted to 

the selection for the Swiss Economic Award that will 

 (held since 2009) will give ten pre-selected startups room  

to pitch. These ten companies focus a wide range of 

technology and market reaching from honey bees 

through 
 

be issued in 

Interlaken, June 

9-10, 2016. 

diabetes treatment, and smart safety jackets to intelligent 

self-assembling structures. On December 3, 2015 at the 

StartUp Cup Ticiono and thanks to the contribution of  

BSI Bank  and SWISS POST,  the winner of the competi-

tion Bee Helpful received a cash prize of CHF 50,000 (ú 

46,000). The two founders of Bee Helpful developed a 

new class of hives that ultimately improve the health of 

StartCup Ticino  is organized by Start-Up Center for 

Promotion and Acceleration of Startups that is not 

only a technology incubator, but a hub of entrepre-

neurship support for the Canton Ticino.  

For more details see website of Start-Up Cup Ticino  

SDO Profile Start-Up Center  

Contact: Roberto Poretti email 
  Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Switzerland  

  To promote innovation and entrepreneurship Switzerland 

has business incubation programs, accelerators, and other 

business support activities well distributed all over the 

country; 

two start-up entrepreneurs, Stefan Linder and Peter 

Stähli, the forum within only five years acquired an 

international reputation for excellence and became 

the 

 

country; meetups, 

business competi-

tions and awards 

complete the ini-

tiatives 

the leading platform for enterprises and innovation. It 

has become the meeting place for CEOs and thought 

leaders ï far beyond Switzerland.  Issued since 1999 

the annual Swiss Economic Forum Award has gained 

tiatives on local and regional level. With a national di-

mension the Swiss Innovation Park is linking existing 

initiatives and will complete them with new project un-

der way.  With the Swiss Economic Forum a high cali-

ber national event and award is contributing to the entre-

preneurship ecosystem. Founded in November 1998 by  

very high prestige. Through cooperation with local 

players SEF is widening its reach, for example, at the 

Startup Day Ticino (see article on this page). 

The next Swiss Economic Forum will be held June 9-

10, 2016 in Interlaken 

Contact: email  Website Swiss Economic Forum  

  
Money for Startups ï Swiss Financing Platform  
  CTI Invest, founded in 2003 as a private sector, not-for-

profit organization, is a platform providing access to 

can close a financing round.  

Since start CTI has organized 49 venture days in the 

financing information not only for early stage, but also 

for later stage start-ups. The Swiss Venture Day, orga-

nized 
 

country and 11 

abroad. The experi-

ence by CTI Invest, has become an efficient tool for innova-

tive companies to attract finance. More than 50 per cent 

of the companies presenting at Swiss Venture Days that 

are held annually in three different places in Switzerland 

ience gained from these activities will lead to a new 

matchmaking tool that will further improve access to 

finance for startups.   

Contact: Jean-Pierre Vuilleumie; Website: CTI  

    
 

mailto:info@swissinnovationpark.ch
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3192
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3192
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3194
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3193
http://www.startcup-ticino.ch/website/home
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2720
mailto:poretti@cpstartup.ch
mailto:info@swisseconomic.ch
http://www.swisseconomic.ch/en/
mailto:vui@cti-invest.ch
http://www.cti-invest.ch/
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Views & Facts 
  From Beijing to Moscow ï possibly via Riga                                                           by Barbara Harley 

  The International Association of Science Parks and Areas 

of Innovation (IASP) held its 32
nd

 world conference in 

Beijing 22-25 September 2015.  Throughout the confer-

ence, there were frequent discussions of the amount of 

globalization being provided by, and planned for, science 

parks worldwide.  These Soft Landing Programs are 

established to receive foreign businesses and/or prepare 

their companies to expand into foreign markets.   There 

were suggestions for increasing global activities through 

clustering technologies and markets and perhaps identi-

fying similar cluster-based parks in other countries.  

Several sessions also highlighted some of the especially 

large park developments that are located in Belgium, 

Brazil, Spain, and U.S. (Florida and Michigan). 

make sense of things in the marketplace, so they can 

pick out what they need to grow and thrive and can 

focus on their core business.ò  She also emphasized 

that parks have a role in building bridges between 

contrasting and complementary communities:  rural 

and urban, various market sectors, the skill sets and 

technology needs of the younger and older genera-

tions, and significant technology applications.   

In trying to better understand the role of business 

incubators as a collaborator with science parks, I 

asked a question in one of the sessions about the 

relationships between the two.  In answer, Luis Sanz, 

IASP General Director, referred to the results of the 

IASPôs 2015 General Survey of its member parks.   

The 2015 conference took 

place in the vast Beijing 

International Conference 

Center that looks so much 

newer than would be sug-

gested by its 1990 opening 

date and its central role in   

This study identified only 2.3% of these parks  with-

out any incubation activity; 51.9% had park-run 

business incubators within them; and an additional 

22.6% included independently run incubators.  Inter-

estingly, an addition, 15.8% included both park-run 

and independent-run incubators.  

Among the more than 480 participants at the Beijing 

the 2008 Olympics.  Some of the iconic buildings of 

those Olympics are within sight of the Conference Center 

and were a constant reminder of how massively the Chi-

nese envision almost everything they do.  

conference, there were large delegations from Brazil, 

China, The Russian Federation, Thailand, Turkey, 

and Iran.  As an American, I had the special pleasure 

of renewing friendships with many of the Iranian 

A tour to the 488km
2
 Zhongguancun Science Park (Z-

Park), co-sponsor of the conference, reinforced the im-

pression of the size and visual impact of Chinaôs devel-

opments.  Z-Park is home to almost 20,000 high tech 

enterprises, including large and small businesses, and 

more than three-dozen university facilities.  It has also 

formed 6 next-generation industry clusters to influence 

new breakthroughs in the Internet, biology, and health, 

among others.    www.zgc.gov.cn      

professionals whom I had met 

15-20 years ago.  During the 

conferenceôs Pitch Session, 

Mostafa Karimian Eghbal 

proposed a new role for the 

science parks in Iran, about 

which I wrote in the previous 

SPICE Update.  

The 33
rd
 IASP World Confer-

ence A pre-conference tour took two busloads of attendees to 

one of Z-Parkôs new sub-parks, this one in Yanqing, 

which is about 80km northwest of Beijing.  The group 

visited the New Energy Incubator there that guides 24 

plants supporting pilot stage research and development 

for new forms of energy.   

nece will be hosted by Moscowôs Skolkovo Tech-

nopark, 19-22 September 2016 under the   title The 

Global MindðLinking Innovation Communities for 

Internationalization, Sustainability, and Growth.  

Members of the delegation from The Russian Federa-

tion were everywhere at the Beijing conference to 

encou 

 

The culmination of that tour 

was a long walk through an 

informative Great Wall 

history museum followed 

by a walk on a portion of 

The Great Wall itself.  A 

mostly exhausted group of 

attendees 

encourage participants to plan to attend in 2016 and 

to suggest topics and activities for the Moscow con-

ference The Title of the next IASP conference is A 

special note:  The Moscow conference follows by 

only a few days The Baltic Dynamics conference 

planned for 15-16 September in Riga Latvia.   Just 

enough time to see friends, do some sightseeing, and 

attendees were then guests at Yanqing Parkôs dinner on 

the roof of a near-by hotel that included nighttime views 

of an illuminated Great Wall.  

Sessions of the conference and the pre-conference train-

ing program provided various overviews of what the 

actual work of science parks include.  These discussions 

were summed up by Catherine Johns of NETPark (UK): 

ñParks can give companies the space to just breathe and  

take a train or plane with those friends to Moscow.  

Perhaps we can carry new ideas from one event to 

the other.  

Contact: Barbara Harley. email   

SDO Profiles IASP;  BASTIC 

IASP conference 2016; Baltic Dynamics 2016:  

Report and photos by Barbara Harley, U.S. SPICE 

Girl since 1991 

  

  

  

http://www.zgc.gov.cn/
mailto:harleyconsulting@gmail.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=83
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=81
http://www.spice-group.de/events/#j638
http://www.spice-group.de/events/#j647
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Entrepreneurship Power Plant in Bremen 

   The new ñKraftwerk - City Accelerator Bremen (CAB)ò 

(ñKraftwerkò is German and means power plant) in 

Bremen started with a successful competition, the 

"Smart 

pealed to me from the beginning. It offers a lot of 

space for ideas and the location is just the right to 

work creatively. I expect a lot of inspiration, input, 

and Tech Trophy 2015". 42 applications from 13 countries 

were counted at the deadline (Sep 30, 2015). November 

10 was pitching day. Twelve startups (from Egypt, 

Germany, Ireland, Slovakia, Spain, and the UK) select-

ed from the applications had been invited to pitch seven 

minutes each to the jury. After this work, participants  

and a growing net-

work.ò 

Kraftwerk CAB is a 

project of the swb 

Group, a company 

producing and sup-

plying could enjoy a guided tour and get-together ï except 

those from Egypt and Spain who could attend the pitch 

only via Skype. This way network building already 

began before the award ceremony to be held January 27, 

2016. At this event the three selected winners will re-

ceive the prize money - and the best team will receive 

the ñSmart Tech Trophyò. 

Meanwhile, in early November, Kraftwerk welcomed 

the first co-working client: Michael Wischniewski, 

managing director of localplan  geobusiness, an office 

for spatial planning, GIS, and geo-visual communica-

tion, who said: ñThe co-working space has really ap-

pealed 

plying energy water, and telecommunication ser-

vices. Kraftwerk describes itself as an accelerator for 

start-ups, an incubator for young companies, and a 

co-working space for creatives and thereby is one 

more example for initiatives having a holistic ap-

proach catering for the  needs of entrepreneurs and 

startups from idea to growth rather than cutting a 

specific phase out of a start-up life cycle (not caring 

about the ñbeforeò and the ñafterò).  

Contact Heinrich Schröder email   

SDO Profile Kraftwerk; Contact swb group, email 

Contact localplan, Michael Wischniewski email  

 

 

    Learn from what went wrong ï and get ready for the Tech Startup Day 2016  

  Failing Forward , held in October in Brussels was the 

event to learn from failures and to understand why 

failure can be the stepping stone to success. The con-

ference videos are still available online.  

following topics: Thinking:  Juggling Business Models 

Bootstrapping: Hurdles & Tips; Pitching: Smack My 

Pitch Up ! and Finals; Funding: spinning the wheel of 

fortune as well as Ownership & Exit Scenarios;  Scal-

ing The Tech Startup Day in Brussels, 

Feb 18, 2016, is the place to meet 

with the key Belgian startup support 

players, mentors and entrepreneurs. 

More than 20 testimonials, keynotes  

ing: The Sky is the Limit and Going Global;  Intr a-

preneurship: Corporate Innovation; Growth Hacking 

The Magic Hack; as well as Finding Top Talent and 

Failing Forward.  The Tech Startup Day will take 

place on February 18, 2016 at The Egg in Brussels.   

and workshops will be available so that attendees can 

gear up and master the essentials needed to grow their 

business.  Workshops will be organized to deal with  

The program also will offer plenty of opportunities for 

networking and match making. 

More details on website / For registration online   

  Swiss Economic Award 2016 open for Applications 
  Since 1999 the Swiss Economic Forum recognizes 

outstanding entrepreneurial achievements with the 

Swiss 

that have been founded later than January 1, 2010.  

Winners will be awarded in three categories: services, 
Swiss Economic Award.  The winners receive a total 

of CHF 75,000 prize money and additional service 

packages including mentoring and media reports. The 

award ceremony usually attended by more than 1,300 

participants from all sectors of the economy is live on  

high-tech biotech, and pro-

duction/commercial com-

panies. The deadline for the 

the first competition phase 

is January 31, 2016. 
Swiss TV;  the winners get wide national attention.  

The call for applications for the Swiss Economic 

Award 2016 now is open online for all Swiss compa-

nies 

The Jury than by February 29, 2016 will invite selected 

companies to file a detailed application  

Contact: email website Swiss Economic Award 
  FinTech Village in Belgium ï new Accelerator by ING Bank 
  The ñInnovation Studioò of  ING Bank in Amsterdam startups (close to proof of concept) that offer solutions 

 

got a sister: The new accel-

erator FinTech Village 

started in Brussels inviting 

inviting fintech-based 

which can help ING Bank provide superior financial 

services. Applications for the first round are closed; 

selection will be finished by end January 2016. The 

program, 

 

startups from Europe and beyond to join the four-

months program. FinTech Village was established by 

ING Belgium and is cooperating with major partners, 

including IBM, Innotribe, and Deloitte. 

FinTech Village, is looking for technology- driven 

start- 

program will run from March, ending with a Demo 

Day in June. FinTech Village invites ñtruly outstand-

ing projectsò to apply at any time. 

Contact: FinTech Village Team email 

SDO Profile FinTech Village; ING Innovation Studio  
  

  

https://www.swb-gruppe.de/ueber-swb/unternehmen/das-unternehmen.php
https://www.swb-gruppe.de/ueber-swb/unternehmen/das-unternehmen.php
localplan%20
mailto:info@kraftwerk-accelerator.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3199
mailto:presse@kraftwerk-accelerator.com
mailto:office@localplan.de
https://www.youtube.com/user/startupsbe/videos?utm_source=Startups.be+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9900dbb5de-Startups_be_Newsletter_Nov_14_11_12_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8283350e59-9900dbb5de-170997737
http://techstartupday.be/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tech-startup-day-2016-tickets-19576100644
http://www.swisseconomic.ch/de/award/infos
mailto:info@swisseconomic.ch
http://www.swisseconomic.ch/de/award/infos
mailto:info@fintech-village.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3215
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3219
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    SPICE Update in recent issues provided insights into the 

entrepreneurship ecosystems of a number of places: This 

time we add Cologne, Germany to this series. 

Known for its famous Dome church Cologne is not yet an 

internationally recognized hotspot of startups. But it is 

worth  

 be mentioned that 

the ecosystem play-

ers in Cologne al-

ready have formed a 

network that inte-

grates  

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

COLOGNE 

worth looking at what is going on here. Since networking is 

a key element of all functioning startup ecosystems it has to 

be 

grates many organizations with very different backgrounds 

(see article below on this page).  

    Startup support from the Cologne University 

   Eight startups are now working at GATEWAY, just 

about ten months after this initiative of the University 

of Cologne was inaugurated January 22, 2015 with an 

graduates recognize starting a business as career option 

The University of Cologne is responding to this trend 

with the expansion of the existing startup support. 

 official ceremo-

ny attended by 

about 80 guests.  

Under the name "GATEWAYò the university has start-

ed a targeted service as focal point in the immediate 

vicinity campus for scientists and students interested in  

. The startups are working on a wide range of different 

products and markets, for example, avoiding food 

waste, linking stationary and online furniture trading,  a 

return and recycling system for small electrical appli-

ances, high-performance insulation material, naviga-

tions system for large buildings, and a disinfection 

system for escalator handrails. 

The clients of GATEWAY benefit from professional 

advice and thematic events and are primarily aimed at 

technology and knowledge-based start-up teams (uni-

versity students, graduates, and scientific staff).  

Meanwhile, more and more scientists, students, and  

becoming entrepreneurs. They receive free consulting 

and can attend networking events. Also office space 

for start-ups can be made available. 

"Our goal is to create the best development and growth 

conditions for researchers, inventors and founders. 

GATEWAY is to familiarize with self-employment as 

an option and make use of the potential for innovation 

and new business ideas that arise at the University of 

Cologne and the surrounding collegesò, said Professor 

Langer, Vice-Rector of the University of Cologne, at 

the opening ceremony. 

Contact: Mary Kley, email; SDO Profile GATEWAY  
 

Cologne Entrepreneurship Ecosystem 

 

 

  Bringing the players together is an important prerequi-

site for building an entrepreneurship ecosystem and to  

activities also include idea competitions and events like 

ñFinance Dayò , ñCampus Startup Dayò or ñMatchingò 

effectively support people starting or growing a busi-

ness. With this aim in Cologne 18 institutions end of 

2011 founded hgnc, the ñUniversity Startup Network 

Cologneò that today has 18 member organizations 

linking the entrepreneurship support activities of  10  
 

and cover topics from ñsocial 

innovationò to financial sup-

port from public sources.  

The program for coming 

season just has been released 

higher education institutions, two research institutes, 

two chambers, a business incubator, the City of Co-

logne, and   two business / finance networks. 

The aims and activities of hgnc are based on knowing 

that entrepreneurial thinking and action are indispensa-

ble qualification for a career nowadays. Therefore a 

range of events offered by the network include all as-

pects from markets and management to the personal 

characteristics and qualifications of a founder.  hgnc 

on the hgnc website.  

In addition to qualification offers and workshops hgnc 

is providing individual advisory and coaching for 

startup entrepreneurs, for example, helping to develop 

a business plan or discussing financing options for the 

implementation of the business. All services of hgnc 

are free for students, staff and researchers of the mem-

ber organizations of hgnc eV.  

Contact:  Marc Kley, email / SDO profile. hgnc  

  

STARTPLATZ - Co-Working for the Regional Entrepreneurship Ecosystem 

 

 

 

  Berlin is well known as startup hub. Hamburg and 

Munich are on their way and Köln (Cologne) is speed-

ing up. In beginning of November 2015 the co-working 

phyò, the understanding that not the physical space 

alone is leading to success. STARTPLATZ this year 

has expanded to the neighboring Düsseldorf with an-

other 

 

space STARTPLATZ  in 

Cologne, Germany cele-

brated its third anniver-

sary looking back at more 

than 

other facility providing additional 1,000 m² of co-

working and event space. What sounds like ñanother 

cityò is ï or could be ï part of the same entrepreneur-

ship ecosystem. The geographical distance between the 

than 600 events held during this time.  With 200 work-

spaces as well as meeting, conference, and office space 

on 3,330 m² STARTPLATZ belongs to the upper 

league. But more important than size is the ñphiloso-

phyò, 

two spaces is well within the distances startups have to 

manage within well-know ñleading startup ecosys-

temsò, for example, about half of the North-South 

distance of the Silicon Valley.   é continued on next page 

  

mailto:m.kley@verw.uni-koeln.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3123
http://www.hgnc.de/das-hgnc-veranstaltungsprogramm-ist-fertig/
mailto:m.kley@verw.uni-koeln.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=196
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é continued from previous next page é The wider perspec-

tive also is illustrated by the ñRheinland Pitchò, initi-

ated 

a former client of STARTPLATZ; Thomas Müller with 

his startup curassist, This online platform assists nurs-

es on their way to self-employment by taking care of  ated and organized since 2013 

by STARTPLATZ in coopera-

tion with the start-up service 

of the 
 

administrative issues and quality assurance allowing 

self-employed nurses to focus on the patientsô needs. 

The second prize went to the RUHRSOURCE team, a 

 of the University Köln, GATEWAY, with meanwhile   software solution for 3D printing, followed by social 

26 pitching events held and annual Grand Final  events 

attracting large numbers of participants, including 

finance sector organizations, angels and investors.  

This year it was held Nov. 30 in the Wallraf Richarz  

media Wildcard winner 

TALENTCUBE with 

their job application app 

and, Bolzfabrik, provider 

of Museum Köln with four startups pitching in front of 

more than 250 participants. The winner, selected by 

voting of the audience combined with the jury vote was  

of technology solutions for soccer coaches. 

Contact: Matthias Gräf, email  

SDO Profiles STARTPLATZ and  GATEWAY 

    French Technology Days 2015 held in STARTPLATZ Düsseldorf       

 

 

 

 

  Business France, is a governmental organization set up 

to promote international business development, espe-

cially French technologies, products, services and 

know-how, and to foster cooperation between French-

based 

control of eating habits. More details about the compa-

nies that presented are available on the event website. 

With this event STARTPLATZ promotes also interna-

tional business activities ï in addition to the numerous 

based professionals and international counterparts. 

The French Technology Days 2015 were held in 

STARTPLATZ Düsseldorf in early December to pro-

vide an opportunity to discover French ñinnovative 

products 

events and workshops 

offered for working the 

local co-working cli-

ents in Düsseldorf and   

products and servicesò and to initiate partnerships be-

tween German and French companies. At this event six 

innovative French companies presented their offers 

reaching from Wine though ICT soft and hardware to 

and Köln. More about Business France on website  

Contact: Güncem Campagna email 

SDO Profile: STARTPLATZ  Düsseldorf 
SDO Profile: STARTPLATZ Köln  

   

Scholarships for Startups in Cologne and Düsseldorf 
 

For the newly opened STARTPLATZ in Düsseldorf 

this year first time scholarships for startup entrepre-

neurs are offered. The aim of the programs, that has 

been run already nine times in Cologne, is structured 

development of a business idea into a functioning 

business model. The scholarship provides free co- 

working space combined with training on topics like 

lean management and agile product development and 

discounted workshops in the Startup Academy. The 

scholarships are financially supported by the insurance 

company AXA and the Stadtwerke Dusseldorf.  

More on website;  Contact: Julia Schäfer 

Julia.Schaefer@startplatz.de        
  SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place. Meanwhile we put spotlights on a number 

of cities ï here one more look at Munich. 

The Capital of Bavaria is a hub for innovative industries - 

 at supporting startups and the 

growth of new companies. 

Here we only can give a few 

examples and will continue 

reporting on this hotspot 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

MUNICH  

no surprise that much is going on here in science and tech-

nology based entrepreneurship. Many initiatives are aimed  

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 

 
  

 

 EIT Digital Munich Co-Location Center in Munich 

 EIT Digital is a European open innovation organiza-

tion set up to foster digital technology innovation and 

preneurs and a physical co-working space with activi-

ties on education, research, innovation and business.  

 entrepreneurial talent for eco-

nomic growth and quality of life 

in Europe. EIT Digital invests 

to 
 

fortiss aims to facilitate research and technology trans-

fer in software-intensive systems and services with a 

focus on Bavaria acting as a technological think tank, 

bridging to accelerate the use of research-based digital technol-

ogies and to foster entrepreneurial. For achieving this 

goal EITôs innovation and education activities are 

organized in and around our co-location centers in ten 

European countries. One of these centers, EIT Digital 

Munich, is located in Munich in the premises of the 

EIT partner ñfortiss Instituteò at the Technical Univer-

sity Munich. The center is a meeting place for students, 

researchers, engineers, business developers and entre-

preneurs 

bridging the gap between fundamental research in 

academia and its implementation in the industry.  

Since July 2013 EIT Digital Munich is working as a 

satellite of the EIT Node in Berlin and plays an im-

portant role as a pioneer in accelerating innovation and 

entrepreneurship in and around Munich. 

Contact: Udo Bub email  

SDO Profile EIT Digital München  

SDO Profile EIT ICT Labs Berlin 
   

https://www.curassist.de/
mailto:matthias.graef@startplatz.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3177
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3123
http://events-export.businessfrance.fr/ftd15/participants
http://www.businessfrance.fr/
mailto:guencem.campagna@startplatz.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3189
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3177
http://www.startplatz.de/startplatz-vergibt-gruenderstipendien-fuer-teams-aus-der-region/
mailto:udo.bub@eitictlabs.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3178
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2844
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    SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: This time we have a look at Hamburg 

The second largest city of Germany traditionally has strong 

trading activities. The large harbor since centuries is a 

ñgate 

 catch up. The Fed-

eral German Startup 

Association estimates 

that 450 digital 

startups  in Hamburg  

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

HAMBURG 

ñgate to the Worldò ï and for the World. However, regard-

ing new business in the digital economy Hamburg needs to  

- in Berlin about 2500 such companies are active. Hamburg is 

took action to strengthen development of the digital economy. 
    
Gruner + Jahr launches 50-million fund for startups and opens Greenhouse  

The Hamburg-based publishing house Gruner + Jahr 

is going to invest in startups with a 50-million-euro 

investment fund that began operations September 1, 

2015 

space for five teams in the space provided in the Ham-

burg ñSchanzenviertelò - space for three months to "test 

and validate". Although activities just began and the 

website 2015.  Half of the fund will be provided as cash in-

vestments in startups; the other half as media volume 

(advertising fund space in Gruner + Jahr media).    

website of Greenhouse 

is not even fully opera-

tional yet, first startups 

Investments of the will focus on startups that relate 

with the publishing groupôs products, for example, the 

areas Living, Food, Family, Women and Fashion & 

Beauty and Adtech. 

 At the same time G+J is expanding its in-house ac-

celeration activities and opens these facilities for 

startups coming from outside the publishing house. 

The Greenhouse Innovation Lab can draw on expe-

riences made with in-house acceleration and will offer 

space 

already are ñinò.For example, , "Club of Cooks", a net-

work of so-called Foodtubers.The rival publishing house 

Axel Springer had started its Play & Play Accelerator in 

Berlin already in 2013, but in Hamburg with Greenhouse 

already the second media accelerator opening this year. 

Contact: G+J Fund Nicolas Kirschner email  

Contact Greenhouse Jens Uehlecke email   

SDO Profiles G+J Fund and Greenhouse Innovation Lab 

SDO Profile Plug & Play  

 ¶     Hamburg strengthened University Entrepreneurship Education 

 

 

  The startup scene of Hamburg is growing with universi-

ties involved as sources of ideas for new products and 

Students of all courses can chose the specialization 

"Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship", to work 

 

services. 

Just a few 

months ago 

e 

on their own startup projects. Research at the IE will 

focus on patterns of successful entrepreneurship.  

The Institute is composed of various modules that 

entrepreneurship education got a new impulse. The 

Hamburg University of Technology (TUHH) founded 

the Institute for Entr epreneurship headed by Prof. 

rer. pol. Christoph Ihl who came from RWTH, Aachen. 

The Institute for Entrepreneurship offers an introductory 

course for all undergraduate degree programs. Student 

teams are working with entrepreneurs on startup pro-

jects. The practical range will be expanded gradually: 

together cover the whole spectrum of foundersô topics. 

Under the umbrella brand  ñTUHH Startup Dockò a 

broad range of events and incubation support services 

will contribute to further develop the lively and inspir-

ing entrepreneurial culture at the university. 

Contact: Prof. Christoph Ihl email  

SDO Profile Startup Dock  

SDO Profile Institute for Entrepreneurship 

    LaborX in Hamburg 

 

 

 

 

  After the kick-off event in July this year LaborX has 

invited for the third round of this series of interactive 

events 

finance, and performance indicators, but on creativi-

ty and market relevance of business ideas.   

events that aim to support potential founders to refine 

their concepts with support from experts and audience. 

No matter if early idea stage or advanced concept - 

founders 
 

Prof. Faltin initiated the 

annual ñEntrepreneurship 

Summitò in Berlin, a 

landmark founders can present their concepts to get feedback from 

entrepreneurs, experts, and participants.  

LaborX is based on the concept Prof. Dr. Günter Faltin, 

Berlin, who himself is a successful entrepreneur and 

started already in 1999 with supporting entrepreneurship 

with a range of activities. His focus is not on figures, 

finance 

landmark event in the entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

The most recent LaborX networking was held Nov 

26 with Thomas Witt, who spoke about marketing 

(ñHow to make Visitors to become Customersò) and 

commented on the business ideas presented.  

Contact: email ; Website: LaborX Hamburg  

 ¶     For the Fifth Time in Hamburg: The Social Media Week 2016 

 

 

 

  

 

The SMWHH, Social Media Week Ham-

burg 2016 will offer up to 150 sessions in 

different locations in the city of Hamburg - 

free 

for this big event. In parallel social media weeks will 

be held in Jakarta, Lagos, and New York.  

There still is room for volunteer bloggers sponsors, 

for beginners and professionals.  Feb 22 ï 26, 2016 the 

city will welcome all people interested in social media 

and partners that are invited to contact SMWHH. 

Contact:  email; Website:  SMWHH 
  

mailto:kirschner.nicolas@guj.de
mailto:info@greenhouse.media
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3176
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3175
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2801
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3120
mailto:christoph.ihl@tuhh.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3120
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3119
mailto:info@laborx-hamburg.de
http://laborx-hamburg.de/
mailto:hamburg@socialmediaweek.org
http://socialmediaweek.org/hamburg/
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SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: Berlin. 

In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this 

city ï and still cannot show the Ăfullò picture. There are 

too many 

 very different character and 

have a variety of aims. The 

public and the private sector, 

both are active ï a dynamic 
scene. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BERLIN 

Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship 

and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of 

very 

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
 
   From Pitching to Pop Up, from Co-Working to Innovation Lab 
  The German railway company ñDeutsche Bahn (DB)ò 

has discovered the potential of innovative startup en-

terprises.  The railway company is looking for new 

- ñHome eat Home" promises cooking without Su-

permarket: customers order a dish by app and can 

pick it up the ingredients from a cooled collection  

products and services that can benefit from 

being located in a train station and/or make 

the train stations and services more attrac-

tive. With this aim DB in February 2014 

started 

 

with a matching shopping bag and recipe.  

The two winners also get retail analytics by 42reports 

(a winner of the 2014 pitch event), can attend the 

workshop "How to build a pop?" Go-pop, use the DB 
started ñNext Stationò, a Startup Pitch Event that 

provides an opportunity and platform to test new offers 

with a PopUp store in the Berlin Main Station (Haupt-

bahnhof) ï and possibly at one of the other 5,400 train 

stations in Germany,  

In April 2015 ñNext Stationò held its second pitching 

event under the motto "Future Shopping".  

The two winners getting their chance to test their con-

cept exclusively in a PopUp Store on a selected activi-

ty area at Berlin Hauptbahnhof are  

- "TEA Tales" plans to offer fresh organic tea 

creations, which are fast and freshly prepared as 

a hot drink or iced tea and also available ñto goò 

- a healthy alternative to coffee or soft drinks.  

Co-Working Space at Jannowitzbrücke for 6 months, 

and can benefit from contacts and networking opportu-

nities with the DB Group. 

After the test phase possibilities of further cooperation 

will be discussed. 

DB also is planning its own innovation lab with the 

aim to develop into a competence center and incuba-

tor  for group-relevant, design-driven product and 

business innovations. Primarily, the labôs role should 

be one of innovative inspiration, consultation and ena-

bler for all the sectors of Deutsche Bahn that deal with 

the mobility of people (passenger transport).  

Contact: Svetlana Naperstak, email  

SDO Profile. DB Next Station 

 One-month-Coffee-Flat Rate 

 Under the mane ñUnicornò the venture Capital Fund 

WestTech has opened a new Co-working Space in 

Berlin. Possibly this is a new change to become a uni-

corn. 

 

This co-working space is part of the ñWORK EAT 

MEETò brand of Software & Support Media GmbH 

In September 2015 Unicorn offered a photo comple-

tion unicorn?  

At the new co-working facility 15 workplaces are 

available for ï as it is practice in co-working at daily to 

monthly rates minimum time is half a day) . Unicorn is 

marketed  
 

tion with a one-month-coffee-flat-rate as 

prize to win. 

By the way, despite of other meanings, 

ñunicornò is  ñtech startup company that  

marketed as ñhigh-endòworkspace and also cares for 

the physical wellbeing of its users by providing ñhigh-

quality, plant-based food and ensure that you receive 

with it the finest one-of-a-kind coffee or refresherò.  

reaches a $1 billion dollar market valueò. Becoming 

active in the new co-working space may help with 

joining that group of startups!? 

Contact:  Unicorn  email / SDO Profile Unicorn  

 Techstars METRO Accelerator for  Startups in Hospitality Industry 
 The new Techstars METRO Accelerator in Berlin 

supports digital transformation in the hospitality indus-

try (restaurants, hotels and catering companies) and 

cations was very high. We looked at them from many 

different angles to choose the  best teams and the most 

promising business models that will provide our core 

customers has accepted 11 international startup teams from five 

countries (Austria,  Estonia, France, Germany,  and 

US) that will be working in Berlin for three months. 

Several hundred start-ups from 20 countries applied 

for 

customers - independent business 

owners ï with new products and 

services and make them more 

competitive. 

 
 

for the accelerator. Jury members who include industry 

experts selected the companies based on common 

criteria as well as their experience and knowledge. 

 Alexander Zumdieck, METRO Managing Director of 

the accelerator, characterized the selection process: 

ñWe filtered out the best start-ups from of hundreds of 

applications. It was not easy, since the quality of appli-

cations 

Since October 12, 2015 the selected companies for 

three months benefit from the focused support of 

mentors as well as financial support to expand their 

business model internationally. With the ñDemo Dayò 

at the end of January 2016 the accelerator will con-

clude with presentations of the companies to potential 

investors.                       é continued on following page é 

 

mailto:nextstation@deutschebahn.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3107
mailto:info@unicorn.berlin
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3115
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continued form previous pageé The Accelerator is organized 

by METRO along with US partners Techstars and the 

advertising agency R/GA. The companies produce 

software solutions and apps for restaurants, caterers 

and hoteliers, such as www.1001menus.com, Flowtify 

or Wynd, travel and restaurant services such as 

Lunchio or Journy, and webshops such as Gastrozen-

trale.de.  

Contact: Alexander Zumdieck email  

SDO Profile: Techstars METRO Accelerator  

  Hub Berlin - Tenth Anniversary Innovators' Pitch  
 The Hub was organized by BITKOM e. V. - this year 

celebrating the tenth anniversary ñInnovatorsô Pitchò. 

The Hub brought 1,900  participants to Berlin to dis-

cuss 

politics and society at large. The Black Stage began 

with ñStart-upsò and their effect on established indus-

tries. The following sessions on this stage were on 

FinT new technologies and trends: Global 

players and startups, CEOs and CIOs, 

scientists and policy makers networked 

to shape the digital future.  Hub Berlin 

offered 2 workshop areas and 3 stages  

FinTech, Health and Media. From each of these areas 

one company presented at the Innovators' Pitch. The 

winner in each category received a cash prize of ú 

5.000 and two weeks in the hub:raum  accelerator. 

The Hub was held at STATION Berlin on December 

 The Red Stage opened with the topic ñDigital Sover-

eigntyò meaning the ability  to make own decisions and 

being in control of own actions in the digital world. On 

the Blue Stage the opening session was on ñDigital 

Transformationò that affects everyone: economics, 

polit 

10, 2015. More details, interviews with speakers, and 

photos are available on website. The next Hub is 

scheduled for November 22, 2016. Tickets online  

Contact: Sophie Baumann, email; Website:  The Hub  

SDO Profile  hub:raum  

 The ñRoad to Tokyo World Tour 2015ò comes to Berlin  The ñRoad to Tokyo World Tour 2015ò came to Berlin  
 On November 18, 2015 the ñInnovation Weekend 

Berlinò was hosted in betahaus under the theme ñBe 

Global or Die Localò. This event also touched upon its 

endò was initiated to discover promising entrepreneurs 

and support them by offering a chance to raise seed 

money and receive other support by linking investors 

Japanese roots through a keynote address by its 

Founder, Ikuo Hiraishi, who provided an overview on 

the startup ecosystem in Japan. 

Innovation Weekend Berlin is a pitch contest for early 

stage Berlin based startups looking to expand interna-

tionally 
 

and startups together. The 

Grand Finale events have rich 

programs including speeches 

by successful entrepreneurs 

from Japan and overseas, and 

tional. It was the third stop on Innovation Weekend's 

2015 world tour that before visited New York and San 

Francisco and after Berlin will continue to Osaka, 

Japan before the Grand Finale event in Tokyo to meet 

Japanese investors and companies. 

During each stop on this world tour, two startups are 

selected to be invited to Tokyo for the Grand Finale. 

The initiative ñInnovation Weekendò was started in 

2011 to serve as a platform to develop ñglobal venture 

business originating from Japanò. ñInnovation Week-

end 

include a pitch contest performed by promising 

startups identified in the cities the tour visited before. 

The winner of the Berlin Innovation Weekend was 

Infarm producing plants for city farms.  The co-

founder and CEO, Erez Galonska, will pitch at the 

Grand Final in Tokyo. Also  Lachlan Harpley, CMO 

of Flatastic  will be pitching at this event for finding 

partners and finance for his household help app. 

Contact: Madeleine Gummer von Mohl email 

SDO Profile betahaus  
  Call for Papers for the tenth re:publica  
 TEN is NET is the headline for the tenth re:publica to 

be held in Berlin, May 2-4, 2016. The first 1.000 tick-

ets were sold in a rush, but there are more available 

participants are invited to contribute their ideas, vi-

sions, suggestions and projects. Organizers invite to 

reflect ñWhat came, what went and what is here to 

stayò 

 

The conference 

will be both retro-

spective and for-

ward-l 

stayò and welcome ñeverything, from talks and dis-

cussions to ideas for performances, games, surveysò.  

More information and submissions re:publica website 

ward-looking and the key is one more time active 

participation: ñParticipants are speakers ï speakers are 

participantsò. Audiences are actors and vice versa. All   

The deadline for submissions is January 10, 2016.  

Conference website: For tickets see website  

Contact: Sandra Mamitzsch email  

 Tech Open Air 2016 in Berlin ï Ticket Sales started  
 110 international speakers (including founders and 

CxOs from 9 unicorn startups!) and 150 satellite events 

across the city during the three event days ï this was 

the TOA 15, Tech Open Air 2015 in Berlin. The 

ñworldôs 
 

this Festival of Entrepreneurship, 

Music, Art, Science, and Food that 

aims ñto provide a platform for 

others to build uponò. 

ñworldôs first crowdfunded festivalò attracted more 

than 5.000 attendees from 39 countries to be part of 

this 

Now, early bird ticket sales for TOA16 to be held in 

Berlin June 13 ï 16, 2016 started on website 

   

mailto:info@techstarsmetro.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3130
https://www.hub.berlin/de/digital-new-normal
https://www.hub.berlin/de/tickets
mailto:sophie@hub.berlin
https://www.hub.berlin/en/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2683
http://infarm.de/
http://flatastic-app.com/
mailto:madeleine@betahaus.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2544
https://re-publica.de/en/tags/call-papers
https://re-publica.de/en/
https://re-publica.de/en/tickets
mailto:sandra@re-publica.de
http://blog.toa.berlin/2015/11/05/toa16-earlybird-has-arrived/
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Incubator Quality New on SPICA World Map  

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum ñquality stand-

ardò for being listed on SPICA World Mapò. This standard 

does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

 
 

Norway: The accelerator Startup Lab  

is working in the Oslos Science Park 

since 2012 and at this time has more 

than  operations, but the quality of information provided.  

¶ Organizations with actual and complete data within 

than 60 of best startup companies of Norway as clients. 

SDO Profile: Startup Lab 

recent two years are shown on SPICA World Map 

¶ Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 

are not accessible for directory users 

SPICA World Map  only shows locations of ñCentersò (in- 

 

Czech Republic: The co-working 

space LOCUS started in 2010 and 

now offers two spaces in Prague. 

SDO Profile: Locus Muzeum / Locus Vinohrady   

cubators, technoparks, associations, consulting, support  

and  

Bulgaria:  LAU NCHub , since 

2012 has committed  ú 7.5 mil-

lion in 60 startups from 10 coun-

tries in the SEE region 

and finance organizations) that have provided a complete 

and actual profile startups from 10 countries in the SEE region. 

SDO Profile LAUNCHub 

 

 

SPICA World Map   
www.spica-directory.net/map 

 

Croatia: STEP RI Science and 

Technology Park of the Universi-

ty of Rijeka, founded in 2008 in 

2012 2012 was named Best Business Support Institution  

SPICA World Map  now is the main entry point for users SDO Profile: STEP RI Science and Technology Park Rijeka 

of the directory. From that map access to the individual 

incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-

rectory is possible. There also are other ways of finding a  

Andorra: Not only workspace but 

also events are offered by 

COWOKING Andorroa  

specific profile. For example, by using the ñsearchò func-

tion 

SDO Profile: COWORKING Andorra 

tion or the tab ñCountriesò in the main menu. 

 

Your Organization is not yet in SPICA Directory?   

Serbia: Nova Iskra is a unique meeting point 

of the emerging creative professionals and 

forward-thinking business. 

Adding your profile to SPICA World Map is simple: SDO Profile: Nova Iskra 

On the homepage of SPICA Directory select tab ñInsert 

new profileò and follow instructions to add your infor-

mation as a new profile  

 
 

Palestine: Started in 2011, since 2013 the Gaza 

Sky Geeks accelerator helps startups to enter 

international markets 

If your organization is listed in the Directory but you did  

 

SDO profile: Gaza Sky Geeks 

not yet receive a user name / password, contact SPICA 

Directory at update@spica-directory.net    

Note: to access SPICE Directory profiles you need to be  

 
 

Russia:  The co-working space Ziferblat  is the 

starting point of a network in 14 locations in 

Russia, Slovenia, Ukraine and United Kingdom 

registered as user (this is free of charge). SDO Profile Ziferblat 
 

SPICee ï Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 

 
 
South Africa: The Grindstone 

accelerator of Knife Captial since 2013 

is supporting SPICee is a project aimed to make Entrepreneurship Eco-

systems visible and accessible; especially those that are not 

yet  

 

is supporting growth startups with support and finance. 

SDO Profile: Grindstone 

yet well known, but provide decisive support. This new tool 

is not yet available on the Internet, but professionals with 

experience  

 

 

Nigeria: The Passion Incubator since 

mid-2014 is providing services and fi-

nance in incubation, acceleration, co-working and other services 

related with startups support or financing are invited to join  

 

nance to support growth startups. 

SDO Profile: Passion Incubator 

for testing and developing SPICee. For more information 

contact spicee@spica-directory,net    

Germany: The Ceative 

Media Lab in the center of 
 

The ASF Section 

 

Berlin offers flexible worksspace and vitrual office srvice 

SDO Profile: CreativeMediaLab 

is complementing the information available in the ñincuba-

tion programsò section that includes profiles of incubators,  

Israel: The co-working 

space MINDSPACE offers 

two locat- accelerators, co-working spaces, and associations. 

All organzations  - public and private - supporting entre-

prneruship or startups,  

locations in Tel Aviv and prepares to open in Berlin 

SFO Profile: MINDSPCE 

preneurship and startups can publish their profile in this 

SPICA section ï at this time it is free of charge. 

 

 
Austria: Clusterhaus in Vienna 

aims at creating  a  new  kind  of 

To add a new profile of your organization to the ASF 

section in SPICA Directory use the link 

startup space combining private office with the networking. 

SDO profile: Clusterhaus 
 
 
 
 

   

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3228
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3230
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3210
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3187
http://www.spica-directory.net/map
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3209
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3201
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3200
http://www.spica-directory.net/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3190
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3145
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3165
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3227
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3203
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php
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    Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation programs from the ECA 

region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECA
bit

 is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks, set up with infoDev support. Infor-

mation: www.ecabit.org/ contact Olga Lapteva  oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com   
     The new Science Technology Park Belgrade announced Public Call 
   The new Science Technology Park Belgrade has 

just started activities. It has been established as a 

partnership between the Government of the Republic  

 

Science Technology Park Belgrade has announced a 

public call to technology development companies for 

membership at STP Belgrade. This is to start opera-

tion  of Serbia (Ministry of Education, Science and Tech-

nological Development), the City of Belgrade and the 

University of Belgrade, with the aim to create a sup-

portive and favorable environment  

- for innovative and technology development com-

panies (national and international),   

tion of the. 

STP Bel-

grade Com-

plex in 

Zvezdara. 

STP is offer-

ing - cooperation between science and research organi-

zations with technology companies, 

- to improve commercialization of innovations cre-

ated by research institutions 

- for starting and developing spin off companies, and  

- to increase employment of educated young people,  

- for  attracting expatriates to return home  

ing a package of infrastructure and professional ser-

vices to technology based companies with R & D 

activities. 

Public Call conditions, as well as forms, you can 

download from the website  

Contact: Gordana Danilovic Grkovic, email   

SDO Profile: STP Belgrade  

  
Co-working in Moscow 
Russian entrepreneurs do not just wait until the gov-

ernment is building an ecosystem supporting business 

startups. They build an ecosystem themselves ï at 

least on the level of incubation and co-working. An 

tutions and provides the ñ Moscow Innovative Pass-

portò, a virtual document issued to companies and 

projects accredited in the program. MIPassport grants 

gain expedited access to support measures including 

 

example is DI Telegraph, 

a co-working space in the 

center of Moscow offer-

ing more than 100 work-

spaces together with 

additional 600 m² of 

subsidies from the Department of Science, Industrial 

Policy and Entrepreneurship of Moscow, tax benefits 

(for residents of technoparks and the Zelenograd Spe-

cial Economic Zone), as well as Non-financial support 

measures including Access to the innovation infra-

structure of Moscow (business incubators, tech-

noparks, meeting and event facilities on ca. 1,400 m² floor 

space in a historic building that had been a center of 

Russian telecommunications industry.  

DI Telegraph is one of the latest arrivals to the Mos-

cow entrepreneurship ecosystem that since June 2014 

is being support also by the ñUnified Coordinated 

System of Innovation Business State Support 

Measuresò (see website). This system has been set up 

to facilitate the access of innovation companies to 

services, preferences and benefits provided by the 

Moscow City Government and its subordinated insti-

tutions 

 

noparks, industry and science parks), Innovation Cus-

toms Station (reducing their expenses when importing 

and exporting equipment, components, and biomateri-

als), as well as access to Training Programs and Men-

torship. 

DI Telegraph is a project of Dream Industries, a com-

pany that ñcreates technology that empowers people 

to spread knowledge and cultureò with the products 

Bookmate (e-book reader). Zvooq (music streaming 

platform), and Unisound (audio) 

Contact: Mahsa Bokova. SDO Profile DI Telegraph  

  Eight Tech Startups Graduate from Ibtikaar in Kabul 
Ibtikaar, a technology business incubator in Kabul, 

Afghanistan started operation in June 2014 (report). 

Just a year later now celebrated the graduation of 8 of  

versity Management System, an online booking plat-

form, as well as a money exchange information sys-

tem e-educational materials for schools, and online 

store its incubatees on 

October 7, 2015. 

The graduates are 

working in very 

different fields of 

market and tech-

nology, for  

store for Afghan products as well as the  prototype of 

a smart tank for military  

After the graduates left Ibtikaar still hosts 6 incu-

batees are working in the incubator; soon to be joined 

by another 6 new startups.  

Ibtikaar is running regular sensitization program at 

Universities and the Polytechnic in Kabul. These 

activities 

 
example. a  Hospital Management System and a Uni-

versity 

activities are                        é continued on next page 

http://www.ecabit.org/
mailto:oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com
http://www.ntpark.rs/formulari/Public%20Call.pdf
mailto:office@ntpark.rs
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3106
http://en.inno.msk.ru/innovation_bussines/
http://bookmate.com/
http://zvooq.ru/
http://unisound.net/
mailto:mbokova@dreamindustries.co
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3121
http://www.spice-group.de/actual/?start=0&search=Ibtikaar#918
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é continued  from previous page     complimented  by social 

media activities that also play an important role in 

promoting entrepreneurship.  
Just two weeks after the graduation ceremony Ibtikaar 

the business incubation  program and to provide with 

an opportunity to recognize the contribution of men-

tors, advisors and domain experts. The Deputy Minis-

ter (IT), Mohammad Aimal Marjan in his opening 

 

 

organized a two-

day event with 

200 participants 

at Kabul univer-

sity for the De-

partments of 

Economics and 

Soft 

speech highlighted the importance to encourage our 

young talents to expand and grow their businesses.  

Ibtikaar provides technology startups, based in Af-

ghanistan, with physical office and facilities, mentor-

ship and coaching, business advisory, support with 

market and funding access, and networking opportu-

nities. 

 Software/Engineering with the aim to encourage 

university students and staff to consider entrepreneur-

ship for their personal development perspectives. 

The incubator can ac-

commodate up to 13 

incubatees at a time.  
 

Roshan Seebaluck and Kubra Panahzada of Ibtikaar 

presented the program and services of the incubator 

Ibtikaar is a project by Ministry of Communications 

and IT (MCIT), led by TechNation, an Afghan tech-

nology and incubator management firm. The incuba-

tor project is funded by the World Bank.  

In addition to celebrating the successful graduation of 

its first round of incubatees, the event was aimed at 

encouraging young and passionate Afghans to come 

forward with innovative ICT ideas and benefit from 

the 

 

TechNation is executing the Ibtikaar business incuba-

tion program, with the support from an international 

incubator expert. TechNation is responsible for lead-

ing and managing the establishment and growth of the 

business incubator ensuring it a self-sustaining and 

financially viable service and operations. The goal is 

to create at least 20 successful businesses by the end 

of the project. 

Contact: Roshan Kumar Seebaluck, email 

SDO Profile: Ibtikaar  
  XX Ziferblat - A ñTree Houseò became an International Co-working Franchise  
Ziferblat describes itself as ñfirst and foremost a so-

cial project, and not a business modelò.  

It all started from a group of people distributing small 

laminated cards with classic poems written on them ï 

just to make people happy who incidentally received 

such a card to put it in their pocket ï Pocket Poetry. 

place is free of charge ï just the time spent has to be 

paid by the minute. 

Ziferblat is offering what most co-working spaces 

provide ï the difference is the openness of the target 

group and the ñpay by minuteò concept. This concept 

attracted much attention and today, just four years 

after 

 
This group need-

ed a place to 

meet and prepare 

the cards. As no 

affordable space 

was available 

they rented their 

own space in a 

backyard 
 

after the first Zifer-

blat opened, 14 

locations in four 

countries are listed 

on the website of 

Ziferblat: in Russia: 

Kazan, Moscow, 

Nizhny Novgorod, 

Rostov on Don, backyard of a building block in the Center of Mos-

cow.  Because the way to the entrance led over stairs 

almost winding around a tree this place was called  

ñTree Houseò. The cost for that space was shared by 

its users ï on a voluntary base. Since everybody was 

welcome this space soon became too small. Larger 

space was rented and because cost was very high 

voluntary payments were turned into ñpay by the 

minuteò. And this remains the principle until today.  

Whatever somebody wants to do - read a book, meet 

people, talk, create art, play piano, attend an event, or 

drink coffee ï it can be done. And everything in that  

 

 

 

Rostov on Don, St. Petersburg; in Ukraine:  Kharkov, 

Kiev; in the United Kingdom: London, Manchester; 

and in Slovenia: Ljubljana. The basis for this growth 

is a franchise model that allows people who want to 

open a Ziferblat build their own local concept based 

on experience gained so far. The result so far is a 

network of Ziferblat co-working spaces that are all 

different with local flavor but united by the common 

idea of freedom of communion and creative work.  

Contact: Founder and CEO Ivan Mitin email or  

Indira Alymkulova email   

SDO Profile Ziferblat  

 

 

  Best Co-working Space 2015 in Serbia soon with Green Classroom 
Nova Iskra brands itself  ña unique meeting point of 

the emerging creative professionals and forward-

thinking businessò - it is more than just a co-working 

space. Certainly this is part of the reason why Nova 

Iska is one of the national winners of the Central 

European Startup Award 2015 in the category of co- 

working spaces.  Nova Iskra focusses on the creative 

industries sector (described as design, web, IT, archi-

tecture and entrepreneurship) and has built an IN-

NOVATION PLATFORM to ñthink, initiate, devel-

op, design and implement diverse thought-provoking, 

education and social              é. continued on next pageé. 

http://www.technation.af/
mailto:roshan.krs@gmail.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2754
mailto:ivan.meetin@ziferblat.net
mailto:indira.alymkulova@ziferblat.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3145
http://centraleuropeanstartupawards.com/national-winners-2015
http://centraleuropeanstartupawards.com/national-winners-2015
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é. continued from previous pageé   .awareness programsò, 

to òé educate, train and connect social businessesò, 

and to ñéoffer out-of-the-box solutions to public 

The co-working space has been used by more than 

120 freelancers and members of teams have ï about 

20 per cent of these users came from abroad.  

 institutions and policy makers, as 

well as to market-oriented compa-

niesò. But, these are not just inten-

tions. Nova Iskra already has orga-

nized 150 
 

Part of the plans for 2016 is to 

install several standing desks 

and the launch of Green Class-

room, using the spacious roof 

terr organized 150 education and training programs that 

were open for the public and built a 250+ member 

network of professionals in the creative sector. Team 

and network join forces, for example, to develop 

strategic development plan for a company or to work 

on creating a new service or a brand. 

 Since 2012 Nova Iskra acts as a platform for contin-

uous education and networking of young profession-

als in the fields of creative industries and business.   

terrace as an urban garden as well as an open-air 

workspace and event area.  

Another initiative is open calls Nova Irkra just issued 

for the fourth time. Through the actual call is open 

until Dec 7, 2015 applicants can be accepted use 

Nova Iskra co-working space with the advantage of a 

price reduction of one third.   

Contact: Marko Radenkoviĺ  email 

SDO Profile: Nova Iskra 
   

Improvement of Conditions for internally displaced Entrepreneurs in Ukraine 
Vinnytsia  is Ukrainian a city about half way between 

Kiev and Moldova. Here, on November 11, 2015 the 

support, as well as to improve the financial incentives 

for entrepreneurial activity and employment. The 

target EU held a round-table with financial institutions of 

the Vinnytsia region to discuss the implementation of 

the specific measures of the EU support for business-

es of internally displaced persons (IDPs), including 

compensation for business loans and costs for the  

target group of the project are 

ñIDPsò (internally displaced 

persons). Myroslava  Didukh, 

Project Manager of the Delega-

tion of the European Union to 

Ukraine development of business plans. 

The EU-funded project ñAdaptation center for IDPs 

and entrepreneurs from ATO zone and Crimea in 

Vinnytsia regionò has started to stimulate economic 

activity in host communities of Vinnytsia region. The 

aim is to create favorable conditions for entrepre-

neurship and to provide information and consulting 

Ukraine, informed at the roundtable that the project 

ñis one of nearly 20 projects to support the IDPs with 

the total allocation of ú17 million that are funded by 

the EU within the Program "Support to Ukraineôs 

Regional Development Policy in Ukraineò. 

Contact: Ms. Inna Zagnitko, email 

Website: Vinnytsia   Roundtable  

 
 Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from the 

AFRICA region.  The AIN (African Incubator Network) is not active anymore, but  
there is a place to contact:  African Business Incubation Institute , visit the  blog  or contact Leon Lourens 
    South Africa Bandwidth Barn is Boosting Growth of Black-Owned ICT companies 
  Now is the time to apply for a multi-year support 

program aimed at in depth support of black-owned 

SMMEôs in the ICT sector. The program is open for 

entrepreneurs owning a small, micro or medium 

change and Khayelitsha  and will be facilitated by an 

experienced moderator and there is an emphasis on 

networking and peer support. Online applications are 

now open at website   

 

sized business within the 

tech and ICT space that 

has been in operation for 

more 

The program is part of the initiatives of TheCiti ï 

Cape Innovation & Technology Program, the ñflag 

ship organization for the technology sector in the 

region more than two years. 

The purpose of the program is the enablement and 

growth of early stage businesses, improving the 

survival rate of SMME companies by helping them 

become structurally viable, usually within two to 

three years. 

The first year of a three year program requires a 

commitment of up to 10 five-hour, face-to-face 

sessions held over the course of a year. The sessions 

are held at the Bandwidth Barn,  Woodstock Ex-

change 

 

region and has become a blueprint for industry and 

public sector collaboration models for sector devel-

opmentò. TheCiti runs a range of programs for sup-

porting the start and the development of companies 

including The Barn with incubation, acceleration, and 

co-working facilities, the  VeloCiti providing mentor-

ing and CapaCiti offering a full spectrum of capacity 

building programs from basic skills to female entre-

preneurship. 

Contact: C.Vermeulen, email, SDO Profile: TheCiti 

   

mailto:office@novaiskra.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3200
mailto:innazahnitko@gmail.com
http://surdp.eu/en/news/Vinnytsia-Round-Table
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2832
https://africanincubatornetwork.wordpress.com/ict/
mailto:leon@incubationinstitute.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3087
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3088
http://fs23.formsite.com/TheBarn/form14/index.html
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2238
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3087
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3087
mailto:chris@bwb.org.za
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3124
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    SPICE Update No 102 we began reporting under the head-

line ñEntrepreneurial Hotspotsò on different aspects of the 

entrepreneurship ecosystem of selected places.  

This time we look at Accra, Ghana. 

Ghana with its 26 million inhabitants is considered a polit-

ically for looking 

 

 ically stable country with good 

perspectives for economic devel-

opment. Reason enough for 

looking at the startup activities of 

the Capital City, Accra 

 

 

Entrepreneurial 

Hotspots 
 

ACCRA 

      XX Frist Fintech Meetup ĂNext Bankñ held at MEST Accra 

 Under the theme ñDesigning optimal user experienc-

es for financial products & servicesò the first of a 

series of bi-monthly ñNext Bankò meetups was host-

ed in the 

to provide financial intermediary services and entre-

preneurs can leverage on the downsides of the existing 

processes like the fact that economy in Ghana to a 

large the MEST Incubator in Accra, Ghana. The meetup 

discussed the actual payment practices and aimed at 

identifying future innovative processes. Through 

participation of a wide range of stakeholders (tech-

nology entrepreneurs, telecommunications, financial 

institutions, regulators, and thought leaders) discus-

sions 
 

large extend still is based on cash and 

bank payments.  

For more information and impressions 

from an attendeeôs perspective see 

report of Aliu Mikashini Al imeyawu, 

Finance Manager at Izwe Loans Lim-

ited sions covered many aspects of the finance sector.  

For example, the event outlined many business op-

portunities for startups in the numerous processes 

involved in enabling banks and financial institutions  

ited or contact  Paul Damalie, MEST Entrepreneur-in-

Training and leader of the meetup. 

Contact: Paul Damalie at MEST  

SDO Profile MEST Accra 

   XX Hub Accra became Impact Hub Accra 
 Hub Accra was created as a result of a Certificate in 

Entrepreneurship program of the Open University of 

West Africa (OUWA). Students after completing the 

university education intended to start businesses. To 

cater for their need of workspace, internet access and 

community Hub Accra was founded. 

After more than two years of successful operation, 

Hub Accra joined the Impact Hub Network consist-

ing of more than 80 hubs on 5 continents. Working in 

this network is aimed at strengthening the hubôs ca-

pabilities to function as ña node in an exciting and 

growing startup ecosystem in Ghana and to offer a 

co-working space that is able to provide  ñeverything 

needed for dynamic startups to grow and scale.ò  

Contact: Jean Paul Parmigiani, email 

akwaaba@hubaccra.com  

SDO Profile: http://www.spica-

directory.net/centers/?id=2870 

 

Hub Accra joined the Impact Hub Network consisting 

of more than 80 hubs on 5 continents. Working in this 

West Africa (OUWA). 

Students after completing 

the university education 

intended to start businesses. 

To 
 

network is aimed at strengthening the hubôs capabili-

ties to function as ña node in an exciting and growing 

startup ecosystem in Ghana and to offer a co-working 

space that is able to provide  ñeverything needed for 

To cater for their need of workspace, internet access 

and community Hub Accra was founded. 

After more than two years of successful operation, 

dynamic startups to grow and scale.ò  

Contact: Jean Paul Parmigiani, email  

SDO Profile: Impact Hub Accra 
   XX MEST invites Startups to become ñBusinesses-in-Residenceò 

 

 

The MEST incubator in 

Accra, Ghana is inviting 

ñexceptional entrepre-

neurial teams to join the 

viduals or small teams working on digital businesses 

with a focus on addressing Pan-African opportunities 

as well as people who are passionate about joining and 

adding to MESTôs active community of entrepreneurs. 

MEST Incubator community as Businesses-in-

Residenceò. This new offer is to support and promote 

the local technology ecosystem by making the incu-

batorôs facilities, networking, and community also 

accessible for startups that are not part of the MEST 

acceleration program. This offer is targeted at indi-

viduals or 

The businesses-in-residence are expected to also di-

rectly benefit and bring value to existing companies in 

the incubator and the MEST Entrepreneurs-in-

Training. 

Entrepreneurs interested may apply online 

Contact: Ekua Odoom email or Katie Sarro email  

SDO Profile MEST Incubator  

 
   XX Enabling energy access for low-income markets 

 Access to reliable energy is a major problem in many 

African countries, especially for the Bottom of the 

Pyramid  ï  and ñaccess to energyò is an area for 

The workshop consists two main parts:  

- Customer interface helping participants to iden-

tify challenges and solutions for organizing the 

sales, payment, new concepts and projects through 

startups. 

The ñEnergize the BoP Workshopò was 

launched in 2011 and targets this market 

area with the aim to provide information 

and frameworks to develop improve and  

service and end of product use processes 

- Development process supporting participants 

planning their requirements of the critical re-

sources - market understanding, funding, human 

resources and product - from the design to the 

implementation and the growth phase.  

-  scale inclusive energy business models. It will help to 

avoid mistakes, find innovative solutions and think 

ahead to ensure the best success for your business.   

The workshop is complemented by the ñEnergize the 

BoP! reportò including a wide range of information 

from a general introduction  é continued on next pageé 

http://mikashini.com/blog/2015/10/next-bank-accra-fintech-meetup-matters-arising/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pauldamalie
mailto:info@meltwater.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
mailto:akwaaba@hubaccra.com
mailto:akwaaba@hubaccra.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2870
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1N5fWG7e4VsZ55uT1xH3HzWDy2_GD15Av12R3JsN3Usw/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:ekua.odoom@meltwater.org
mailto:katie@meltwater.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
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é continued from previous page é   through best practices 

and design options for the customer interface to a 

directory with contact to support organizations. 

Workshop and report have been developed by Endeva 

UG and MicroEnergy International GmbH financially 

supported by the German Federal Ministry for Eco-

nomic Development, the German provider services  

worldwide in the field of international cooperation for 

sustainable development, and E.On, a large  interna-

tional energy supply company.  

iSpace in Accra, Ghana, hosted  an Energize the BoP 

Workshop in November 

Comtact: Claudia Knobloch, email 

Website workshop  

    

 

 

 Business Incubation in ASIA  
This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA 

region. APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks set up with support from infoDev. See 

www.incubationasia.com/index.php; contact Suresh Kumar, psgstep@vsnl.com  

  India India - Rajasthan  witnessed StartUp Fest   
  Rajasthan, India celebrated the  Rajasthan StartUp 

Fest October 9-10, 2015ï the first National event of 

The Rajasthan StartUp Fest was co-organized by RI I-

CO, Rajasthan State Industrial Development & In-

vestment its kind. Startups, mentors, investors, and experts 

will meet for exciting two days with excellent op-

portunities for startups to connect with investors, 

incubators, and mentors. The Fest featured Investor   

vestment Corporation, a government 

organization that has pioneered in-

dustrialization, Startup Oasis, a 

platform set up to foster innovation 

 Sessions, Startup Expo, New Product's Demo Days, 

Open Startup Pitches, Social "for profit" Business 

Pitching Track, Structured Mentoring Launches and 

presentations by outstanding innovators and entre-

preneurs. A business plan competition for students 

completed the program - with prize money of up to 

Rs. 100.000 (ca. ú 14,000). 

based entrepreneurship, and CIIE, the Centre for Inno-

vation, Incubation and Entrepreneurship in Ahmeda-

bad. 

More information on website  

Contact: StartUp Fest info@rajasthanstartupfest.com   

SDO Profiles: Startup Oasis, Rajesthan Venture Capi-

tal,  CIIE   

  India Seed Funding for Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs in India 
  The Artha Venture Challenge (AVC) is an initiative 

to identify the most outstanding social entrepreneurs 

in India. Now, the third edition of the AVC has been  

The Artha Platform is an independent online commu-

nity and website supported by Rianta Capital Zurich, 

an investment advisory to the Singh family trust and 

has 

 

announced 

offering select-

ed ventures to 

apply 

has been convening enterprises and investors since 

2008. The platform is dedicated to building relation-

ships between impact investors and donors, and social 

apply for up to Rs 60 lakh (USD $100,000) funding 

if matched by the same amount in co-investment. 

This comes together with access to Villgroôs incuba-

tion services, mentoring and networks, exposure to 

an exclusive network of impact investors as well as 

inclusion in a network of experienced entrepreneurs, 

specialists and business leaders on the Artha Plat-

form. The cooperation between Artha and Villgro 

now allows providing a much higher level of sup-

port and engagement to the selected ventures.  

entrepreneurs and capacity building support organiza-

tions working on or in India. Artha Platform offers a 

closed, secure space for all participants keen on sup-

porting the work of small and growing enterprises in 

India  

A Call for Applications  the Artha Venture Chal-

lenge was published without a deadline ï online appli-

cations are possible at any time. 

Contact: AVC email; Contact Artha email  

SDO Profile Villgro ; Website Artha Platform  

  Asia PIONEERS ventures out to Asia 
  The Pioneers Festival comes to Asia. Together with 

the business media company Nikkei, the  Pioneers 

on its partnership with Nikkei Inc, for bringing entre-

preneurs together with world changing corporations, 
Festival brings its successful event from Europe 

(Vienna, Austria) to Asia (Tokyo, Japan). The Pio-

neers Asia Festival will be held March 23, 2016 at 

Happo-en, Tokyo.  

media and investors tors for 

making the event a platform for 

the best of Europe & Asiaôs 

startups.  

 With this event Pioneers intends ñbuilding a bridge 

between Asia and Europe's startup ecosystems 

bringing the brightest entrepreneurs and investors 

together under one roof.ò Pioneers Asia will build  

The Pioneers Asia Challenge now is open for ad-

vanced startups from Europe and Asia that are aiming 

for an international audience. 

Contact:  Michael Kranner  Website Pioneers Asia 
   

mailto:c.knobloch@endeva.org
(http:/www.energize-the-bop.net/index.php?id=170)
http://www.incubationasia.com/index.php
mailto:psgstep@vsnl.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2954
http://www.rajasthanstartupfest.com/
mailto:info@rajasthanstartupfest.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2957
Fund%20http:/www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3111
Fund%20http:/www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3111
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2954
http://www.arthaplatform.com/
http://www.arthaventurechallenge.com/
http://www.arthaventurechallenge.com/
mailto:info@arthaventurechallenge.com
mailto:info@arthaplatform.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2577
http://www.arthaplatform.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mkranner
http://pioneers.io/asia/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pa_introduction
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 Business Incubation in MENA  

 

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East 
and North Africa).  MENA

inc
 is the regional infoDev supported network of business 

incubators and technology parks. More information: 
 hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mo-
hammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

   MENA Access to Finance for MENA YOUTH Entrepreneurs 
  Not only in the MENA region ñaccess to financeò is 

one of the most important obstacles for young peo-

ple intending to start their own business. The Euro-

pean Union has been supporting the YEP (Youth 

NABEL conference, a regional annual conference 

bringing together a large number of major public and 

private stakeholders working in the microfinance 

sector in the MENA region. 

 Entrepreneurship Project ) initiative, a regional 

project implemented in three countries (Egypt, 

Lebanon and Palestine). YEP is aiming at support-

ing not only access to finance for young entrepre-

neurs, but also includes non-financial services to 

allow them to develop their entrepreneurial and  

The intended outcome of the EU 

project was for Egypt (Alexandria 

Business Association, ABA) to 

reach 2000 beneficiaries in addition 

to 1000 loans for existing youth, 

and 80 startup loans; for Lebanon 

(Leb management skill. Another goal of the YEP project 

was to reinforce the capacity of non-governmental 

microfinance institutions to strengthen their basis 

for assisting youth through the tailored, quality, and 

sustainable services. 

End of October 2015 the  Youth Entrepreneurship 

Project (YEP) presented its results at the final con-

ference held in Egypt in the framework of the SA-

NA 

 (Lebanese Association for Development) to reach 

530 beneficiaries, in addition to 240 loans for existing 

youth, and 115 startup loans; and for Palestine (Arab 

Centre for Agricultural Development (ACAD) to 

reach 500 beneficiaries in addition to 400 loans for 

existing youth, and 70 startup loans. 

Contact: Project Manager, Nader Habbas,  email  

Website YEP  

   MENA Khadijaò - Regional Network founded to support Women in the Arab States 
  The two-day Arab Women Economic Empower-

ment Platform held in September at the headquar-

ters of the League of Arab States in Cairo, Egypt 

discuss 

tries representing public, private and social sectors. 

Founding members represent the Council for Arab, 

Business women, the Arab-African Businesswomen 

Sharjah discussed possible 

actions to ensure 

women have safer 

work places, fair 

access 
 

Union,  Islamic Development Bank, Egypt - African 

Development Bank, COMESA Business Council,  

Sharjah Business Women Council, AWTAD Founda-

tion, Orange, LOGIC Management Consulting and 

other 

 
access to resources and a share in economic poli-

cymaking.  Following this event the League of Arab 

States, the European Union, and UN Women 

launched a regional network to support women in 

the Arab States in realizing their full economic 

potential. The new network is supported by the 

Spring Forward for Women program. 

The Arab Women Economic Empowerment Net-

work ñKhadijaò aims to exchange knowledge and 

advocate gender-balanced approaches in the region-

al economy and comes within a broader vision to 

accelerate the participation of women in the region-

al workforce and improve economic performance. 

The network includes 20 experts from Arab coun-

tries 

 

other experts in economy. (ñKhadijaò - Khadija bint 

Khuwaylid was prophet Mohamedôs first wife, who 

was a successful businesswoman.  

The Spring Forward for Women is a regional pro-

gram for the economic and political empowerment of 

Women in the Southern Mediterranean Region. The 

program supports women across the region, focusing 

on countries, such as such as Egypt, Jordan, Libya, 

Palestine and Tunisia. The program is financed 

through a contribution of ú 7 million from the Euro-

pean Neighborhood Partnership Instrument and of ú 

1.2 million from the UN Women core budget. 

Source: Press Release, Website: Spring Forward  

Contact: Maryse Guimond, email  

    Tunisia Trade Fair for Business and Entrepreneurship in Sfax 
  Sfax Business Development Center will organize on 

25 and 26 November in Sfax International Fair, The 

to exchange experiences and ideas, learn about the 

latest new provisions and new accompanying devices, 
Trade Fair for Business and Entrepreneurship in 

collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce and   
 

renew partnership, 

grasp new opportuni-

ties Industry of Sfax, UTICA, CGDR, APII, APIA, 

ONA, ONTT, ANETI and the University of Sfax. 

This event aims to be a meeting place for develop-

ers, business people and the entire economic actors 

to 

 
 

ties, advancing the projects and provide business 

development. 

Contact: Salon De LôEntreprise 

SDO Profile Sfax Business Development Center 
  

mailto:disc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html
http://www.menainc.org/
mailto:m3allam@gmail.com
http://www.abasme.com/
http://www.almajmoua.org/
http://www.acad.ps/
mailto:nader.habbas@positiveplanet.ngo
http://www.yep-mena.org/
http://spring-forward.unwomen.org/en/news/launching-the-arab-women-economic-empowerment-network
http://spring-forward.unwomen.org/en/news/launching-the-arab-women-economic-empowerment-network
mailto:maryse.guimond@unwomen.org
mailto:contact@salondelentreprise.tn
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2512
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  Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 
  If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 

of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 

visiting the ñEventsò section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 

event on the list. Just click on  ñAdd new informationñ and you will be guided through the simple process.  
 

     

2016 
 

 

Mar 23, 2016 in Tokyo, Japan: Pioneers Asia 

  The Pioneers Festival comes to Asia. Together with 

the business media company Nikkei, the Pioneers 

vanced startups from Europe and 

Asia that are aiming for an interna-

tional 
 

Festival brings its successful event from Europe (Vi-

enna, Austria) to Asia (Tokyo, Japan, at Happo-en). 

The Pioneers Asia Challenge now is open for ad-

vanced  

tional audience ï Finalists pitching at Pioneers Asia 

will be invited after close review.  

Contact:  Michael Kranner  Website Pioneers Asia 

 

 

 

Mar 13 - 16, 2016 in Boston, USA: ISPIM Innovation Forum 
  Two international associations of innovation man-

agement professionals have joined to organize the 

Innovation Professionals.  

Call for Submissions dead-

line: 
 

 ñInnovation Forumò in Boston: ISPIM , the Interna-

tional Society for Professional Innovation Manage-

ment and IAOIP , the International Association of  

line: Nov. 6, 2015. Details are available on the confer-

ence website. 

Contact: Innovation Forum forum@ispim.org 
 

Mar 21 - 25, 2016 in Medellin, Colombia: Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016 

  After Kansas City, Dubai, Shanghai, Liverpool, Mos-

cow, and Milan the GEC in 2016 will be held in South 

America. Medellin, Colombia, one of the most inno-

vative 

where the global entrepreneur-

ship community will meet in the 

third week of March 2016.  
innovative and entrepreneurial cities will be place 

where 

More information see website or check the GEW blog 
 

Apr 16 - 20, 2016 in Orlando, Florida, USA: 30
th
 International InBIA Conference 

  

 

InBIA, the International Business 

Incubation Association (formerly 

NBIA) calls for proposals for the  

30th International Conference on 

Business 

panels and roundtable discussions (each ca. 60 minutes 

for presentations and discussions). 

More details regarding the session tracks as well as the 

Call for Proposals (criteria and process) are available 
Business  Incubation, to be held for April 16-20 in 

Orlando, Fla.  

Proposals can be made for educational presentations, 

on the InBIA website. Submissions also are possible 

through that website. 

Contact Lindsay Schuenke email   
 

May 2 - 4, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: re:publica 2015 
  TEN is NET is the headline for the tenth re:publica to 

be held in Berlin, May 2-4, 2016.  

participantsò.  

For more information and  
The conference will be both retrospective and for-

ward-looking and the key is one more time active 

participation: ñParticipants are speakers ï speakers are 

submissions the re:publica website is open. The dead-

line for submissions is January 10, 2016.  

Conference website; tickets see website  

   
Jun 1 - 3, 2016 in Amsterdam, Netherlands: The University-Industry Interaction Conference 2016  

The University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) 

will host the 2016 University-Industry Interaction 

Conference in Amsterdam, Netherlands, June 1 ï 3,  

This event usually attracts around 400 partici-

pants from all over the world and offers a 

wide variety of presentations and workshops  
2016. The conference is a key event for academics, 

researchers, practitioners and business representatives 

involved in university-industry interaction, innovation 

and entrepreneurship.  

and networking opportunities to interact, share 

knowledge, and establish new contacts.  

Contact: Conference Manager, Femke de Jong 

Conference website / SDO Profile  UIIN 

   
Jun 13 - 16, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: TOA ï Tech Open Air 2016  

5.000 attendees from 39 countries and  110 interna-

tional speakers (including founders) and 150 satellite 

events across the city during the three event days ï 

Entrepreneurship Music, Art, Science, and 

Food that aims ñto provide a platform for 

others to build uponò.  
this was the TOA 15, Tech Open Air 2015 in Berlin. 

The ñworldôs first crowdfunded festivalò of Entrepre-

neurship, 

 

Now, early bird ticket sales for TOA16 started on 

website 
 
 

http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spice-group.de/pumbaa/events/edit.php?id=0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mkranner
http://pioneers.io/asia/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pa_introduction
http://forum.ispim.org/
mailto:forum@ispim.org
http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012nF9DQ6w095YZbew33AaPAEwT2HO5Ce-jx-UitNLvfeYIzsjbICrKE7CCMWpNaFkqqzj79eoZH9-F5JvcdvdlzMPcDb9LulYmmfHVM_sYl5JLiFLe9lpFVbnkvdG0O7zwtyg4GhXuwzLOblx8qalq4L4gfwd9Ju0iWJQo45f9LXvP4hTF1SgIn5OPlb0R3yT9hmkljzN8t0RGcZf37Luber0mR6Gjbs3cL6_7PdFIrX7rhXf_C-7Jg==&c=pIdF8grR-Hri7ujOR25468erQOasENVRXOAm9MOnvD-kguozXONiJQ==&ch=lhH7YPnUWfD_ndY8DzhmbYTyb1nLLSuhbko8nvsAO_MoPTMEZG4mNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012nF9DQ6w095YZbew33AaPAEwT2HO5Ce-jx-UitNLvfeYIzsjbICrKPJ0V--ru5NW9hWKjKOtEsijNy90cQ5Byk6SwZurAn4EPpaAlgLAjFSd3Sp6ScK-SEPXpc-Rdd7qYyalYG_OalAmTF7-ifcptLNsINlZgGVL0To1vOwPo8Nj5O5Xl8eK-tJaVsbjNfpwvWjAPIQ0xFRAhTwuF1j12A==&c=pIdF8grR-Hri7ujOR25468erQOasENVRXOAm9MOnvD-kguozXONiJQ==&ch=lhH7YPnUWfD_ndY8DzhmbYTyb1nLLSuhbko8nvsAO_MoPTMEZG4mNg==
http://www.nbia.org/events/international-conference/call-for-proposals
mailto:lschuenke@inbia.org
https://re-publica.de/en/tags/call-papers
https://re-publica.de/en/
https://re-publica.de/en/tickets
mailto:conference@university-industry.com
http://www.university-industry.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=199
http://blog.toa.berlin/2015/11/05/toa16-earlybird-has-arrived/
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Jun 23 - 24, 2016 in Bucharest, Romania: ICEIRD 2016 

ICEIRD 2016 will  be the 9
th
 International Conference 

on Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Devel-

opment. It will be held under the title ñResponsible 

lic Administration (SNSPA) and The 

University of Sheffield, International 

Faculty, invite academics and practition-

ers to participate. 
 

Entrepreneurship. Vision, Development and Eth-

icsò in Bucharest, Romania, June 23 -24, 2016.  

The National University of Political Studies and Pub-

lic 

ers. For details regarding the Call for Papers, please see 

conference website. 

Contact: ICEIRD email Website: ICEIRD 2016  

    

    Entrepreneurship Ecosystems as part of Smart Cities 
  The 6

th
 SPICE G&G Workshop* met in Berlin De-

cember 11-12, 2015 to discuss the two actual topics 

ñSPICee ï Entrepreneurship Ecosystemsò and ñSmart 

Citiesò. 

professionals as well as local policy makers to further 

develop the project concept and potential links with 

SPICee.  

Of course, the G&G Workshop also offered opportuni-

ties SPICee got an important impulse from the discussion 

summarizing test usersô comments and drawing con-

clusions regarding further improvement.  3,200 + 

organizations supporting entrepreneurship already are 

listed in the directory (just a fraction of them visible in 

the public SPICA Directory system) and the number is 

growing by the day. At this time exclusively enthusi-

asts 

 

Participants showing their happiness 

after the workshop at the CHIC Christ-

mas tree. 
 

*G & G stands for ñGrillwurst & 

Gluewein ñ (grilled sausage and hot 

wine) at the Berlin Christmas Markets 

that gave the initial reason for organiz-

ing the annual December G&G Work-

shops in Berlin. 

asts testing and developing the system have access, but 

once SPICee goes public all users will be able to take 

part. This is not only by getting access to far more 

than colorful dots on maps.  SPICee will provide 

ties to continue talks in small groups while exploring a 

selection of Christmas markets and their G & G offers. 

An innovative step was taken by Janis Stabulnieks: he 

ordered a full salmon freshly grilled on an open wood 

- structured an transparent information  about 

the services provided, 

- a tool to learn from experiences other users 

made with specific organizations, that also offers 

- clientsô feedback to  the players within an en-

trepreneurship ecosystem 

wood fire. A delicacy none of 

the participants could resist and 

consequently. later there was 

less capacity for trying samples 

of the solid G (grilled sausages) 

ï no problems, however regard-

ing the liquid 

 

Last not least SPICee also will allow making entrepre-

neurship ecosystems visible that are not yet known 

well to the world audience.  Possibly this could help 

answering the question if  starting a business only can 

be successful in the globally famous startup ñhotspotsò 

ñSmart Citiesò in public discussion seem to be a topic  

ding the liquid  ñGôsò. 

The CHIC, Charlottenburg 

Innovation Center, near the 

university campus in the 

center of Berlin, one more 

time hosted the SPICE 

G&G important only for the metropolitan areas. The ap-

proach the actual project design is taking, however, 

looks at middle sized cities that need to improve their 

use of digital technologies in almost all sectors of life. 

The next step regarding this project will be organizing 

a workshop with economic development and scientific 

G&G Workshop. We are thanking for the great hospi-

tality. The second phase of this incubator was opened 

this summer ï and now does not have space anymore 

for the new applicants lining up. 

Contact: Lars Hansen, email  

SDO Profile: CHIC 
 

SPICee Invitation  
We invite experienced managers of incubation and startup programs as well as (would-be) entrepreneurs and 

startups to take part in testing this new tool and working with us to develop the beta version. If you are willing 

to invest some time for testing and commenting as well as for adding information about your city or region you 

are invited to join. We will provide the access information necessary for the development version. 

Interested ? Contact us by email  spicee@spica-directory.net 
 

 And finally... 

we wish you  a very positive result of your evaluation of the past twelve months and much 

creativity and strengths to meet the challenges of the New Year 2016 

                                        Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska  

  SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of 

the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although 

we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for web-
site links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
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